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Guatemala: Mayan Culture in a Global World 
 

Overview 
Students will arrive on 
Saturday at Aurora 
International Airport in 
Guatemala City.  The 
GLA staff will meet the 
students at the airport 
and we will travel as a 
group to our campus in 
the town of Tecpan.  
 
We will spend the next 

week volunteering with local educational centers in town and learning 
more about the issues facing the community.  As a community with 
strong indigenous culture, the local Kak'chikél people are struggling to 
hold on to their traditional way of life while Guatemala becomes part of 
the global marketplace.   
 
Service 
Work with innovative educational organizations that are working with 
the children of farming families. 
 
You will share your talents doing arts, crafts, sports and basic 
conversational English.   Most importantly, you will be a friend and role 
model.  This is not just an opportunity to observe another culture and 
community – you will directly engage with local children. 
 
Students will receive a certificate for 15 hours of community service. 
 
Learning 
This region of Guatemala is the base for many innovative non-profit organizations.  We will meet 
a women’s cooperative that is growing cash crops to generate income for their families and 
artisans’ groups that use art and weaving as a way of 
preserving the culture.  You will interact with local leaders to 
learn more about how they are preserving their culture in the 
face of globalization. 
 
 
Exploration 
The town of Tecpan is located near many important cultural 
treasures such as the famous Mayan ruins at Iximche.  We 
will participate in a traditional ceremony with a Mayan priest.  
We will also visit other neighboring towns such as the 
charming, colonial town of Antigua and the sacred lake 
Atitlan. 
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Details  
Location : A rural village located 
approximately 2 hours outside of 
Guatemala City. 
 
Duration : 1 week  
(Arrive Saturday, Depart Saturday) 
 
Dates: August 9 – 16 
(Saturday to Saturday) 
 
Tuition : $1,595 per student 
 
Lodging: Group living in gender 
segregated cabins. 
 
Student-Teacher ratio : 10:1 
 
Max group size:  20 students 
Min. group size:  8 students 
 
Application Deadline:  
June 1, 2008 
 
Approximate plane fare (from Miami 
or New York): $250 - $300 (not 
included) 
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Tuition 
Tuition for this program is $1,595.   
 
Tuition includes: 

- All meals 
- All ground transportation (including 

airport pickup) 
- All excursions and entrance fees 
- Veteran trip leaders with experience 

teaching high school students 
- Materials and supplies for 

community service project 
- Travel medical insurance 
 

Does not include 
- International airfare 
- Souvenirs 
- Snacks 
- Laundry 

Daily Itinerary (Disclaimer: Actual activities may vary from printed itinerary) 
 
Day 1 
 
Saturday 

Guatemala City - Tecpan 
!  Fly to Guatemala City (airport code: GUA), flights arrive around noon 
!  Drive 2 hours to Tecpan  
!  Lunch 
!  Welcome to Guatemala orientation  
 

Day 2 
 
Sunday 

Tecpan: Orientation 
!  Program orientation  
!  Intro to Tecpan and surrounding area 
!  Lunch 
!  Walking tour of Tecpan 
!  Visit neighboring town 
!  Welcome dinner  
!  Guest speaker: local culture and social issues facing community 
 

Day 3 
 
Monday 

Tecpan - Iximche 
!  Community service project (approx. 8:30 am – 12pm) 
!  Afternoon visit to the archaeological ruins of Iximche  
 

Day 4 
 
Tuesday 

Tecpan 
!  Community service project (approx. 8:30 am – 12pm) 
!  Afternoon visit to NGO / cooperative 
 

Day 5 
 
Wednesday 

Tecpan  
!  Community service project (approx. 8:30 am – 12pm) 
!  Visit the sacred Lake Atitlan 
 

Day 6 
 
Thursday 

Tecpan 
!  Community service project (approx. 8:30 am – 12pm) 
!  Visit the local Tecpan artisan market  
!  Visit a Mayan shaman and participate in ceremony 
 

Day 7 
 
Friday 

Tecpan - Antigua 
!  Community service wrap-up (approx. 8:30 am – 11am) 
!  Lunch 
!  Travel to Antigua 
!  Sleep at hostel  in Antigua 
 

Day 8 
 
Saturday 

Guatemala City  
 
Fly to home country 
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About Global Leadership Adventures 
 
Global Leadership Adventures, established in 2004, is an international community 
service-learning program for high school students.  
 
GLA is unique because of its focus on leadership development and first-hand learning 
about global issues. Students learn first hand from social pioneers around the world who 
are creating positive social change in their communities. 
 
Students are taught to use their heart, as well as their head, to become agents of 
positive change across borders.   
 
GLA has been featured in… 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


